
Saint Raymond Church Bible Study 
The Gospel of John (15,18-16,) on May 12, 2021 
 
Welcome & Orientation 

• Please make use of the CHAT feature to offer thoughts or raise questions 
• This hour will be teaching with some direct answers to questions for clarity 
• There is the option of small group discussion to follow; if you are virtual you will need to log off and then join a 

different zoom (sorry – it is the only way to do it at this time) 
• Recollection & Gathering of Prayer Intentions 

 

Gathering Prayer: Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. / For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. Has risen, as he said, 
alleluia. / Pray for us to God, alleluia. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia. Let 
us pray. O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech 
Thee, that through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life. Through the 
same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

RECALL: Jesus is vine; we are branches. Jesus is TRUE vine as well. There is pruning that needs to take place too! 
 
The World’s Hatred (15,18-16,4) 

• V18 – the world’s hatred: the world are those opposed to God’s will (Satan is their prince) 
• V19 – belonging to the world: can we admit our desire to be “in the world”? 
• V20 – a servant is not greater than the master 
• V21 – “they” will do “this” to you because of me (Jesus): this is not an appealing job description for anyone; expect 

rejection and hatred; his name is Divine – they hate God! 
• V22 – “they” have no excuse for their sin; the world chose sin instead of righteousness. There is no compromise 

with evil – ever!  Jesus tells the disciples that the world and the Church are set against each other and there cannot 
be any reconciliation! It is also a sentiment expressed by St. Ignatius of Antioch (martyred 107AD) in his letter to the 
Catholic Church in Rome: Christianity is not a matter of persuasiveness, but of true greatness, when it is hated by 
the world (Letter to the Romans 3.3).  

• V23-25 – it is fulfillment that they hate me; thus they will hate disciples; we see it in the world today as well (violence 
against Christians; suppression of our speech and it is perceived as hateful. YET – we cannot return their hate with 
hate but we must LOVE! (Blessed will you be when you are persecuted yet you love!). The Psalms of LAMENT (sp. 
35) remind us that God sees us suffering these injustices and will reward us and care for us. 

• V26 – the Paraclete will be my witness as will YOU – this is Jesus’ 3rd time mentioning a Paraclete who will 
represent Christ to mankind (a witness). Through the Paraclete’s presence, Christ dwells within the disciples 
(including us) so this is why the world that hated him will hate us as well. As the Spirit of Truth, God the Holy Spirit 
will convict the world of its guilt and sin.  The world has rejected Jesus the Truth, His words and His works, and the 
Holy Spirit will demonstrate and convict the world of this rejection. They will provide the eyewitness accounts of 
Jesus' ministry: His words and His works, to the New Covenant people and to their successors in the Magisterium 
of the Catholic (universal) Church.  The Greek word katholikos, means "universal; in Latin it is catholicus. 

 
Jesus’s Departure & Coming of the Advocate (16,4b-33) 

• V1-4 – not falling away can also be translated as “tripped”; Jesus is preparing them for trials that will come quickly 
(expelled from synagogue) and others that are remote (death). 1st century Jews were excommunicated (or 
“rebuked”) in various ways: one was a 7 day ban; the next was a 30 day shunning (people ehad to stay 6’ away 
form you – “a nuddui” or being cats out); the most severe was cherem when a person is treated as though dead; in 
addition to Jewish leaders “blessing” the death of Jesus – they did the same with Stephen (Acts 7, 55), James (Avts 
12,1) and the others James as well (when the Romans actually removed the Jewish high priest who order the 
murder of this James who was the Bishop of Jerusalem). Modern martyrs are usually killed by governments (esp. 



Islamic States); throughout history it usually came from other religious groups (including the Jewish people); they 
usually believe they are doing a service to God/god. 

• V5-6 – “sad of heart” is used by John 4 times; for John it is emotional. Why did Jesus not tell them this from the 
beginning? The inevitability of persecution that they would have to endure for His sake.  As long as Jesus was with 
them the persecution was directed at Him.  When He has departed to the Father the burden of persecution will rest 
on them as the leaders of the New Covenant Church and the spokesmen of the Word of God. Regarding them 
asking where he is going – they had asked before but not since 15,1. Jesus seems to know why they stopped 
asking: their hearts are filled with sorrow. But, if they ask they will be comforted by knowing that he is going to the 
Father (perhaps the way we are comforted with the loss of a loved one when we realize they are with the Father as 
well). 

• V7 – there are OT referenced to the promised Holy Spirit (Isaiah 10, 1-10; Ezekial 36, 24-27; Joel 2, 28-32). The 
“advantage” of his going is that the Paraclete will come for them and dwell in them. It makes sense that they 
struggle with this (we see it thru hindsight). The graces of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit:  

o Spiritual life: Through baptism by "fire and by the Spirit" believers will be re-born into the family of God  
They will receive through this new life from above the power to fulfill the requirements of God's New 
Covenant Law [Romans 8:4; Jeremiah 31:31] from a spiritual power that flows from a transformed life and a 
"circumcised heart" [Jeremiah 9:24-25; Romans 2:25] that will beget believers, through the power of 
baptism, as the Children of God. 

o Spiritual strength:  to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world [Acts 1:8; 4:31] even in time of 
persecution [Luke 12:11-12] 

o Spiritual knowledge: to understand and preserve the truth of Jesus' teaching in all its fullness and 
revelation [John 16:13]. 

• V8-11 – “he will show” (elenchein meaning to bring to light or to expose what is hidden); there is a 
sense of being “convicted” of what sins we are committed which often remain hidden (not just form 
others but from ourselves). The greatest of sins is unbelief in God (and the pride that leads to it or 
flows from it). To this day the world distorts what is sin and what is right and good. In the end, Satan is 
exposed as a failure from the Cross.  Hebrews 2:14 "Since all the children share the same human nature, he too 
shared equally in it, so that by his death he could set aside him who held the power of death, namely the devil, and 
set free all those who had been held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death."  Satan is what St. Augustan 
described as "a mean dog on a short chain".  St. Augustan was pointing out that as long as we avoid coming within 
the reach of that chain, Satan can not harm us. 

• V12-13 – “Spirit of Truth” is now used a 3rd time; He will reveal the complete significance of Jesus' death, burial and 
resurrection, as well as the mystery of Eucharist and the Most Holy Trinity.  He will also reveal to the Magisterium of 
the New Covenant order the hidden depths of the mystery of Jesus Christ and the gift of grace that is our salvation.  
In other words, God the Holy Spirit will continue the teaching mission of Jesus to bear witness to the truth It is from 
this promise that the Great Councils of Vatican I and II pronounced the doctrine of magisterial infallibility.  This 
doctrine states that the Pope alone and/or the Bishops united with the Pope, the successor of St. Peter, are divinely 
protected from teaching error when they define matters pertaining to faith and morals [see Lumen Gentium, 25]. 
The guidance and intervention of the Paraclete is Jesus' assurance that Gospel will not be distorted, corrupted, or 
misunderstood by the ministerial priesthood of the Church during her earthly pilgrimage.  See CCC# 768, 889-
892 

• V14-16 – Jesus is teaching the Trinity; these 3 persons have one divine nature; the ancient Jews too professed 
faith in the ONE God; the HS takes from Jesus a divine nature and shares it with humanity. 

• V17-19 – after his death, the disciples will not see him for 3 days but then he will ascend and they will not see him 
until glory 

• V20-22 – the ‘amen, amen’ returns; this means a clarification is coming; the pregnant mom image is common in OT 
– there is pain and suffering and then JOY; these disciples cannot imagine the suffering they will endure (as the 
witness his Passion; even from afar) in the persecution to come (and martyrdom for most)  

• V23-24 – “that day” is the day Jesus is when he appears after his resurrection and breathes on them to receive the 
Holy Spirit; they have asked for many things – but not the gift of the HS yet (he has to be raised up first). Father 
Raymond Brown points out in his commentary that the force of Jesus' statement in 16:24 is more profound in the 



Greek than in its English translation.  Fr. Brown goes on the say: Since Jesus dwells in the Christian, their petitions 
are in Jesus' name; since the Father is one with Jesus, the petitions He grants are granted in Jesus' name  (The 
Anchor Bible Commentary - The Gospel According to St John, pg. 723).  The disciples will be united to the life of 
Christ in the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, but they will also be intimately united to God the Father 
because the Father is one with the Son.  This is why Jesus says in verses 23-24 that not only are we to ask for our 
requests in Jesus "name," but the request will be given "in His name" as well. 

• V25-28 – “veiled languages” are also “figures of speech”; But now Jesus promises that the time is coming when 
there will no longer be any confusion over the use of such symbolic language because God the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Truth, will reveal all that was hidden.  Those mysteries that seemed veiled and hidden will be plain to 
believers through the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 

• V29-33 – now they get it! They will scatter once the guards come to arrest Jesus; they lacked courage then but it 
did change. We have courage when we make the choice (again and again) for faith – that God remains with us in 
our suffering and adversity (this is known now in the secular world as “resilience”). Note: Jesus offered peace BUT 
he did not promise it (we only find it in Him).  

 
 
 
Announcements 

• Pfizer Vaccine here on May 14th & FOLLOWING FRIDAYS(sign up) 
• Ascension Thursday (5-13) Masses at 8am and 10:20am  
• May Procession & Anointing of the Sick - May 15th & 16th  
• Parking Lot Cabaret on May 22nd   
• How to join a Discussion Group on zoom 

 
Intercessory Prayer, Lord’s Prayer & Blessing 
 
 
Discussion Question 

• What is “the one thing” you learned tonight that most touched your heart? 
• Have you experience the “hatred of the world” because of your faith in Christ? 
• As we approach Pentecost and the renewed gift of the Holy Spirit, what do you desire from the spirit as far as your 

spiritual life, spiritual strength or spiritual knowledge? 
• Jesus urges COURAGE. Where do you need a “dose” of this godly courage in your life right now? What is the fear 

that needs to be overcome with the help of God? 


