
Saint Raymond Church Bible Study 
The Gospel of John (14,1 to 15,17) on May 5, 2021 
 
Welcome & Orientation 

• Please make use of the CHAT feature to offer thoughts or raise questions 
• This hour will be teaching with some direct answers to questions for clarity 
• There is the option of small group discussion to follow; if you are virtual you will need to log off and then join a 

different zoom (sorry – it is the only way to do it at this time) 
• Recollection & Gathering of Prayer Intentions 

 
Gathering Prayer: Loving Mother of the Redeemer, gate of heaven, star of the sea, assist your people 
who have fallen, as we strive to rise again. To the wonderment of nature, you bore your Creator, yet 
remained a virgin after as before. You who received Gabriel's joyful greeting have pity on us poor 
sinners.                                     
 
Do not be troubled (14, 1-7) 

• Context: The Last Supper – a Thursday Night for John as the Jewish people at the “official sacrifice” of lamb in 
fulfillment of the Old Covenant Law (is this was not Passover there would not have been a lamb of sacrifice). This 
truth matters because Jesus is the Lamb of God and fulfillment of the Old Law. 

• At tend of Chapter 13 Jesus predicted that he would be betrayed by a disciple. 
• (v1) the world “troubled” is tarassein which was used when Jesus was told Lazarus died and then he knew he 

would be betrayed. The concept of having faith come from the Hebrew word ‘mn and implied firmness. Jesus wants 
us to have the firmness with the Father that he has with the Father. 

• (v20 the dwelling place is a mone or mansio which means a place for travelers to stay along their journey. Jesus is 
referring to heaven. 

• (v3) The return is build on the Jewish marriage ritual of the groom leaving the bride, going to his father’s house and 
when the father gives the okay the groom returns to the bride. Jesus will wait for the Father to call for the end and 
his return! 

• (v5-6) Her is the 6th “I AM” statement that connects him to divinity. Augustine writes that when Jesus says I AM 
THE WAY he is affirming that the disciples are not lost because they know Jesus and he will get them there. In a 
sense, this one statement affirms he is the Messiah, fulfilling the Covenant. He is THE WAY through his teaching, 
promises, example, and the sacrifice of the Cross. TGE WAY was the early name for the Church/Christianity. 

• (v6b) No one comes to the Father except through me: Jesus is the only means of salvation. All are saved by the 
Cross and the graces shared through the Church. We need to reach all nations but also allow God to be the judge.  
While it is true that in this teaching Christianity is indeed, in a sense, exclusive since it denies that other 
religious leaders like Buddha or Mohammed can provide through their teaching a means of salvation.  
Christianity does not accept the premise of ecumenism that "on the mountaintop all paths meet."  
According to the teachings of the New Testament and the Catholic Church, while other religions can 
provide sound teaching on moral living and a sincere search for God, only Jesus' path provides 
salvation.  This exclusiveness is, however, mitigated by several factors: Those who, through no fault of 
their own, do not know the Gospel of Christ or his Church, but who nevertheless seek God with a 
sincere heart, and, moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will as they know it through the 
dictates of their conscience, those too may achieve eternal salvation (Vatican II, Lumen gentium 
16, 1964). 

• Jesus THE TRUTH: if we live in his light we are cleansed of our sins 
• Jesus is THE LIFE: though him we are “born again” into the New Covenant 
• (7) “to know” is yada and is covenant language; Jesus is the path to the Father and it is not knowing about but 

“knowing” in a deep and profoundly intimate way (marriage); he is hinting at the Trinity but the disciple are 
confused. 
 



 
Show us the Father (14, 8-21) 

• (v8-11) Jesus is referring to a variety of moments: walking on water, commanding the wind to be quiet, feeding the 
thousands, forgiving sins, curing the blind and raising the dead. These are powers known only to God. Jesus 
affirms that the Father is alive in Him: they are one in being (v 10). 

• (v12-14) Jesus is promising them an inheritance they do not expect. Some are looking for earthly power but he will 
give them the power to heal the sick and raise the dead! In the ancient world, to invoke someone’s name was to 
recall all that is associated with the person (even today – “can I mention you sent me?”). Thus we pray “in the name 
of Jesus” today. The works will be greater because of the multiplication of disciples – it is all still the amazing work 
of Jesus but happening through so many people.  

• (v15-17) The commandments of Jesus are more than “the 10 commandments” – it is all that he taught us. We will 
receive an Advocate (if we keep commandments; thus repentance is so essential in our daily life ot know the full 
power of God). John is the only one who uses the word Paraclete (from Greek parakletos meaning “called to 
someone’s side to accompany, console protect and defend the person”. Who sends the Holy Spirit? Father and Son 
or just Jesus? St John Chrysostom says there is no issue as Jesus is speaking for the Father (earlier verses). In 
v16 John gives “gender” to the Spirit (pneuma or wind) which makes it more of a person than a force. Bad grammar 
in Greek but good theology! 

• (v18-21) Jesus will not leave them orphaned; he knows their fear and distress in their last conversation. He leaves 
them an example of service (foot washing), the new law of love, a plan, a paraclete, a promise of success and a 
promised reward. He has a succession plan (and he remains with them in a new way)! 

 
The promise of the Paraclete (14, 22-31) 

• This Judas (Jude bar Yakov) is Thaddeus, likely a cousin of Jesus and son of James. He went on mission to Syria 
and Armenia (with Bartholomew) where they were martyred. John mentions the disciples other than Peter, James 
and John much more frequently. His question is good in that the Jewish people, base don’t he prophesy of Daniel, 
thought the Savior should be known to all of the world. 

• (v23-26) Jesus wants us to keep his word, meaning all that he has taught us. Jesus is not being evasive: the 
Father’s plan was that Jesus be revealed to some and they reveal him to others. Yet, only those who “keep the 
word” (obey the commandments) will come to know the Father. Throughout history people can “experience” the 
presence of God without knowing him with the intimacy Jesus speak of – it is not all or nothing. The “dwelling” he 
refers to is different than the way God dwelled in the “Holy of Holies” – now he wants to dwell within a human 
person (us; see 2 Corinthians 3, 16). The promised Spirit is still at work today thank God! 

• (v27-31) Shalom is used as a greeting and a farewell. This is Jesus’ farewell gift to them (and to us at each Mass). 
The command to not be afraid (deilos) is the same word in Matthew when the apostles were in the boat during the 
storm; it is connected to being a coward – the Book of Revelation condemns them for their infidelity. The Father is 
“greater” than Jesus as he speaks from his human nature; as God they are equal. The “Prince of the World is the 
devil; Satan has not power over Jesus because Jesus does not have sin (if you want to end Satan’s power over you 
– flee from sin). The Passover Meal ends and they go   

 
 
The Vine & Branches (15, 1-8) 

• I AM THE VINE is the 7th I AM statement of Jesus (7 is the perfect number as it means completeness). In the OT 
the Vine was a symbol for Israel; Jesus used the reference at times two in parables. Isaiah 5,1-30 & Ezekiel 17,1-21 
both offer lessons on the condemnation that comes to unfaithful (unpruned) vine. Yahweh wanted a vineyard with 
good fruit. 

• Some wonder if this part of the conversation took place as Jesus is walking thru a vineyard in the Kidron Valley on 
the way to the Garden of Olive Trees. Others think they may have been looking at elaborate olive branches carved 
in the doors of the Temple (only accessed at night once a year – on Passover) 

• Jesus is the TRUE vine: not a false one which is what his present-day Israel had become. The vine bears fruit that 
becomes wine; Jesus too is crushed (by our iniquities) and then takes the form of wine for our salvation.  

• Again, the theme of being able to ask for anything in his name! 



• (v2) the wines will be cut clean to increase our yield. Barren branches damage the other branches and when 
pruned they bring new life (like roses and other plants). Jesus prunes our selfishness and indifference. 

• (v4) Apart from the vine you can bear no fruit: you cannot work your way to salvation without being attached to 
Christ. 

• (v5-6) The believer will bear much fruit.  St. Polycarp (poly = much; karpos = fruit) was the name of 
John's beloved disciple who became the Bishop of Smyrna.  He was the leader of the Church in Asia 
Minor after the death of St. John the Apostle.  His Greek name was truly prophetic, for he bore "much 
fruit" in his service to Christ. 

• John will return this theme a bad branch being burned in the Book of Revelation (20, 11-15) 
 
A Disciples Love (15, 8-17) 

• Live in my love as you keep the commandments (The Way). 
• (v13) Laying down his life for us is a sign of his love. The “tense” (Fr Ray Brown) implies it is an ongoing sacrifice of 

love. It is easy to love the loveable but it is sometime very hard to love those who behave badly or 
reject our love.  In that case it is easier to give love when you remember that Christ loved that person 
enough to die for him.  If you love Christ, through Christ you can also love him. 

• (v14-15) Being a “servant” of Jesus is not derogatory – it is an honor to serve God like the prophets. Now, they are 
being called friends. Abraham was a friend of God. Some scholars see the disciples as servants but the apostles 
only as friends (and it does not transfer to their successors) 

• (v16-17) This is the 3rd time he commands love since Chapter 13. For John it is this: the Father loves Jesus; Jesus 
loves the disciples; the disciples love one another.  

 
Announcements 

• Pfizer Vaccine here on May 14th (sign up) 
• Ascension Thursday (5-13) Masses at 8am and 10:20am  
• May Procession & Anointing of the Sick - May 15th & 16th  
• Parking Lot Cabaret on May 22nd   
• How to join a Discussion Group on zoom 

 
Intercessory Prayer, Lord’s Prayer & Blessing 
 
 
Discussion Question 

• What is the one thing presented that touched your heart and mind most powerfully? 
• In much of Chapter 14 Jesus is assuring disciples he remains with them and they will be fine. How do you know 

Jesus is with you? How is the Paraclete “alongside of you”? 
• What are your thoughts on Jesus commanding us to be OBEDIENT to his word in order to know the Father more 

fully. What does this look like in your life? 
 


